ITALY

pulled along by the nose by Hitler and made to declare war
on France and Great Britain. That Prance or the Petain
Government was prepared to eat dirt at the hands of Mussolini
and surrender after twelve days without a fight is the concern
of France alone, but Mussolini may well have cause to regret
his "under the belt" action before very long. "We hear a
lot about the Italian mastery of the Mediterranean. That can
hardly be gained by sitting in harbour and being too late to
come out as at Oran. Mussolini's trouble is that there is a
British Fleet in the Mediterranean which appears to get terribly
in his way.

The same applied to Franco in the recent Spanish War
which made our position in Gibraltar very difficult at times.
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